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If you pay attention to nature, she is announcing the arrival of fall! The days are getting shorter, the
temperature is decreasing, the spider webs are out in force, subtle color changes are noticeable in the
leaves, and you can see Orion marching across the early morning sky. Take time to get yourself and
your students outside to enjoy this natural cycling of the seasons. Teach them to look for the cues that
signal seasonal changes. Get them to ask why, wonder, and figure out. Why do we see so many
spiders’ webs this time of year? Are the leaves really changing colors or have those other colors been
there all year long? Why do they change now? Why does the length of daylight change over the course
of a year? Paying attention to nature is an essential way of knowing and an excellent way to illustrate
the crosscutting concept of patterns (and a whole lot more) with your students. In this issue, we will
share a lesson focusing on the life cycle of an animal, yet another way to help students notice patterns!
As always, you can visit our website at www.gystc.org for access to all the activities in this issue and
many more. Enjoy!

 Happy Fall, Georgia Educators

STEM Scholar Award Applications Now Open
Do you know an educator that demonstrates a
passion and determination to provide students
with innovative and challenging STEM
experiences? If so, encourage them to apply for
the Georgia STEM Scholar Award. Educators
chosen for this distinguished honor will receive a
$500 award to outfit their STEM classroom.
Applications now available here. 

https://twitter.com/gystc
https://www.facebook.com/gystc
http://www.gystc.org/
https://gystc.org/
https://gystc.org/regional-centers/
https://gystc.org/
https://gystc.org/georgia-stem-scholar-award/


This month, we are shining a light on one of our State GYSTC Board Members, Ms. Alicia Brandon. Ms. Brandon is an ESG Sales
Enablement Leader for the Americas at Dell Technologies. In her current role, Ms. Brandon enables people in marketing and sales with the
ability to tell Dell’s social impact story for bigger impact in their deals. Prior to joining Dell, Ms. Brandon worked at IBM for 13.5 years and
held various roles in Corporate Social Responsibility/social impact, marketing and sales. She was integral in bringing the very first IBM owned
P-TECH program to the state of Georgia in 2021. P–TECH is a public-education model that provides high school students from underserved
backgrounds with the academic, technical, and professional skills and credentials they need for competitive STEM jobs. 

GYSTC Spotlight

Ms. Brandon has a strong passion for social justice, women’s rights, equity in education,
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and diversity and inclusion. She has
organized conversations and participated in panels to discuss these topics. As well as
serving on GYSTC's State Board of Directors, Ms. Brandon serves on the Board of Visitors
for Emory University, and is a Founding Board Member of ACE Academy. She is a current
co-lead of the Community Initiatives committee for the Black Network Alliance Atlanta
Chapter of Dell Technologies Employees.

Ms. Brandon also believes in "paying it forward" and mentors and coaches young girls who
aspire to work in STEM careers. She is also a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. and a graduate of Tuskegee University where she received her Bachelor of
Science degree in Sales and Marketing. She is the mom of a rambunctious female
Yorkshire Terrier named Parker. Ms. Brandon is a budding entrepreneur who launched a
pet apparel brand called HBCU Pets on Juneteenth 2022. 

We are excited to share the Binary Coding Bracelets lesson with your students so that they
can explore working in the computer science industry like Ms. Brandon! Please visit
gystc.org/gystc-spotlight/ to find this lesson and more. 

Honoring Co-Founder Don Cargill
For our September GYSTC Gem, GYSTC is very proud to announce the renaming of our Georgia STEM
Scholar Award, to the Don Cargill STEM Scholar Award!

Mr. Don Cargill is a co-founder of GYSTC, he served as the first State GYSTC Board Chair from 1989-
1990, and has served on the State Board continuously since the beginning. He is one of the early
visionaries who surveyed the landscape of possibilities and saw more. Since GYSTC’s inception, Mr.
Cargill envisioned a different kind of STEM student, one who would be conditioned to imagine, innovate,
and create new jobs and industries in Georgia. “I never like to think of our brilliant kids as robotic
machines whose future work will lack imagination and leave them vulnerable to replacement by
automation,” he said. “At GYSTC, we have an opportunity to train them to think creatively and
independently about structuring new and better ways to do things and maybe create new industries in the
process.”

Earlier this year, Mr. Cargill stepped down as one of GYSTC's State Board Members, having spent over
32 years institution-building our great organization. The State Board wanted a tangible way to thank him
for his dedicated service and impact. Our Georgia STEM Scholar Award has highlighted Georgia
educators who embody Mr. Cargill’s vision by creating an atmosphere of exploration that excites,
energizes, and equips their students to pursue enhanced educational opportunities in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics. For this reason, GYSTC believes that by renaming the Georgia STEM
Scholar Award in Mr. Cargill's honor, we will continue to carry on his vision of innovation and future
possibilities.

https://gystc.org/gystc-spotlight/


November 10 & November 17, 2022 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
January 19 & January 26, 2023 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
March 16 & March 30, 2023 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

October 13, October 20, & October 27, 2022 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
December 1, December 8, & December 15, 2022 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
February 9, February 16, & February 23, 2023 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
April 13, April 20, & April 27, 2023 - Virtual Session - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Professional Learning Workshops 

Upcoming Virtual STEM Essentials Workshop:
In this two-part after-school workshop, participants will create, design, collaborate, and problem-solve as
they engage in relevant hands-on explorations. (Cost per teacher is $99)

Upcoming Virtual Excellence in Science Teaching Workshop:
In this three-part after-school workshop, participants will hone their abilities to plan excellent science
instruction. (Cost per teacher is $149)

Looking for specific topics? Please contact GYSTC at gystc@kennesaw.edu to put together a workshop
that meets your needs. Pricing for on-site professional learning may vary. 

State Office Offerings

In-Class Field Trip/
Embedded Professional Learning

On-site In-Class Field Trip/Embedded Professional Learning
sessions are $10 per student (travel fees may apply). Virtual In-
Class Field Trip/Embedded Professional Learning sessions are

$5 per student. This includes the activity and materials.
 

Visit: gystc.org/in-class-field-trips/
to view our offering catalog

STEM Day / Family STEM Night

These are community – school-based activity that allows
students, parents, teachers, and caregivers an opportunity to

participate together in the excitement of STEM activities. STEM
Days/Family STEM Nights are $1,500 per event. This includes

activities and professional development for the teachers.
 

Visit: gystc.org/stem-day/
to view our offering catalog

The Simple Science Activity for September showcases information about the life cycles of different 
living organisms. The activity is entitled the Life Cycle of a Chicken.

In this activity, your task is to develop a model to illustrate the life cycle of chickens. A life cycle is an
entire lifespan of an organism: birth, growth, and development into an adult, reproduction, and death of
the adult. It is considered a cycle because most adult organisms reproduce new offspring, which keeps
the cycle going. Stages of the life cycle vary for different types of organisms. Some undergo major
changes where the offspring looks very different from the time it’s born to the time it’s an adult, like a
butterfly. Other organisms have offspring that are born with features very similar to the adult, like
humans. Some life cycles are short, and some are long. The life cycle of a chicken consists of an egg,
embryo, chick, pullet/cockerel, and hen/rooster. On average chickens live 3 to 8 years. 

Visit gystc.org/free-simple-science-activities/ for access to this activity and many more. While there you
can also find  a short demonstration video that you can watch with your students. 

September Simple Science Activity
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